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There are so many people who helped with this project.  First, it would not have been possible 
without the hundreds of children who let us play games with them to find out their knowledge 
about so many things. And, we would like to thank the many directors, teachers and providers 
who let us ask them questions and observe in their classrooms and child care homes, and, finally, 
we appreciate the parents who allowed us to pry into their lives. Without the cooperation of all of 
these folks we could not have learned all we did about children, families, and programs.  We 
now know more about our early childhood system in Missouri because of their cooperation. We 
will be always grateful to each and every one of them.   
 
And, of course, without the many professionals who worked on this project, it would not have 
happened. We would like to express our appreciation to all of them – those who helped 
coordinate the training of assessors, data collection, data entry, data analysis, report writing, 
proofing, and formatting.  
 
From the University of Missouri-Columbia: 

• Michelle Mathews 
• Wayne Mayfield 
• Amy Watson 
• Terri Tatum 
• Jackie Scott 

 
From the University of Missouri-Kansas City Institute for Human Development: 

• Kristin M. Muckerman 
• DeAnn Inskeep 
• Dawana J. Stephens  
• Amy M. Stanfill  
• Jodi D. Arnold 
• Melissa L. Todd 
• Elizabeth Schurman  
• Julie Nobles 
• Patricia Crawford  
• Patricia Faulkner 
• Scott Curts 
• Maureen Hannoun 
• Leisha Manning 



In addition, regional site coordinators and data collectors spent many hours scheduling visits, 
observing programs, conducting assessments, and recording data.  We extend our thanks to: 
 

• Central Region: Kathaleen Hill, Kerry Estes, Carol Bennett, Marcy Morrison, Jackie 
Scott, Julie Murphy, Deb McKim, Kim Linhares, Kim Triplett, Susie Cable, Mia Fulson, 
Marguerite Quirey 

• Kansas City Region: Kristen M. Muckerman, Nicole Neubauer, Dana Briggeman, 
Elizabeth Schurman, Dawana Stephens, Patricia Crawford, Malinda Crane, Ruth Pirch, 
Karon Roberts 

• Northwest Region: Peggy Miller, Michelle Grudzinski, Stella Smith, Lynette Auffert 
• St. Louis Region: Susan Catapano, Bonnie Shiller, Carolyn Rybicki, Jenny Krausz, Marti 

Bicknese, Tracey Stanton, Sheila Sherman, Sue Hodge, Leah Peniston, Dahna Willis, 
Alan Berkbigler, Tracey Horton, Jessica Dallavis, Kathleen Voigt, Lisa Conley 

• Southeast Region: Shelba Branscum, Melissa Smith, Jennifer Pearson, Amy Blackman, 
Tracie Smith, Brenda Ross, Jennifer Pehle, Stacey Hicks 

• Southwest Region: Peggy Pearl, Sheri Bryan, Debbie Bridges, Amy Wilhoit, Sally 
Dickson, Jan Hendrix, Shawntay Myers, Sarah Turner, Sarah Camp, and Kim Roam. 

   
Thank you, Ruth Flynn and Dee Beck, for your patience and support throughout this project.   
 
 
       Kathy R. Thornburg 
       Kathryn L. Fuger 
 


